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A  G U I D E  F O R

Classic
Vehicle
Maintenance
Checklist
Keep your classic VW ready for the next
adventure.

From rusty orange project to turquoise dream machine —
every great restoration runs on the small stuff. Use this
checklist alongside your service intervals to keep things
turning over sweetly, one bolt at a time.

How to use this checklist — Tick each task off at the recommended interval. We've
grouped jobs by service area so it's easier to plan a session in the garage. If you get
stuck, our how-to guides walk you through the trickier ones.

See the Journey →

01
Check before you ride
Tyres, lights and fluids are a 5-
minute pre-flight that can save
you a 5-hour roadside.

02
Listen to the bus
New rattles, smells or pulls
always mean something. Note
them down before they become
big jobs.

03
One bolt at a time
You don't have to do it all at once.
Pick one section a weekend and
you'll stay on top of it.
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T H E  C H E C K L I S T

Service Intervals
Tick each task off as you go.

Whichever comes first — time or distance.

 To check From your initial inspection through 24 months / 24,000 miles.

Task Initial
check

3 mo
3,000 mi

6 mo
6,000 mi

9 mo
9,000 mi

12 mo
12,000 mi

15 mo
15,000 mi

18 mo
18,000 mi

21 mo
21,000 mi

24 mo
24,000 mi

ENGINE & IGNITION

Engine oil

Valves

Timings

Spark plugs

Points

Coil

Replace spark plugs

Replace points & condenser

Distributor cap

Rotor arms

Cables

FUEL & AIR

Air filter

Fuel filter

Idle

Carb linkage

STEERING & SUSPENSION

Lubricating the front ends

Link pins

Ball joints

Suspension

TRANSMISSION & DRIVETRAIN

Gearbox support nuts

Check gearbox oil level

Change the gearbox oil

Check clutch play

Axles

CV joints

Boots

BRAKES, WHEELS & TYRES

Brake pads

Tyres

Pack wheel bearings

Oil pressure relief valve

ELECTRICS

Battery clamps

Fanbelt

Wiring connections

BODY & TRIM

Exhaust system

Wipers

Hinges
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